 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MY REWARD IS WITH ME
Rev 22:12
And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

 MEN LOVE REWARDS
1.  Children are taught good behavior by giving them rewards for            being good.

2.  Sports used to be played for the “fun” in it.

     Today they pay big rewards for playing sports.

     Great athletes don’t “sign” until the reward is big enough.     

3.  The money is not their only reward!

     They also “LOVE” the fame.

4.  The movie actor must see his name in lights.

5.  “I” want to be one of the ten most important in the world.

6.  “I” want to be among the wealthiest in the world.

7.  “I” want my picture on the cover of  “People” magazine.

8.  How many men have plagiarized another, to make themselves            appear smarter than they really are.

JUDGMENT DAY WILL BE A SAD DAY FOR MANY

1.  When those who worked so hard all of their lives making a big           name for themselves suddenly discover that it was all so futile.
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STORY:   Eccl 9:14-15

14
There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it:

15
Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no man remembered that same poor man.


(BUT GOD DOES!)

2.  FOLKS:   Your name,  and my name, may never be recorded in        some “Hall of fame”,

But if  we’ve been born-again, and our names are written  down in the Lamb’s Book of Life,   we will have something infinitely better than anything this world could possibly offer us.

2 Cor 6:9

As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed;

ON MY BROTHER’S GRAVE STONE:    Nahum 1:7 “...The LORD knoweth them that trust in Him.

II Tim. 2:19 “...The LORD knoweth them that are His...”

SOME PEOPLE’S NAME IS THE MOST IMPORTANT SOUND IN THE UNIVERSE TO THEM.

But to you and me, the most important NAME in the universe.......
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REWARDS CAN MAKE MEN HYPOCRITES

Matt 6:1-7

1
Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven.

2
Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

3
But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:

4
That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.

5
And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

6
But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.

THAT DAY WILL BE AN EXTREME DISAPPOINTMENT FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED THEIR REWARD IN THIS LIFE:


(STORY)    Scene:   Christmas season!       A small child begged & begged its parents to let him open his Christmas gifts a week or so before Christmas.


The parents finally gave in to his request, but only after thoroughly explaining to him that Christmas Day would be a great disappointment to him that year.


Then, days later, Christmas came.   All his siblings, cousins, and friends were so happy and excited on Christmas Day, as they opened all their presents.


While this one boy sat in stunned silence.
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OH!  NO!  I’VE HAD MY REWARD

The above is a true story!

JESUS IS A REVEALER OF THE THOUGHTS AND INTENTS OF THE HEARTS OF ALL MEN:

a.  Our motives for giving, praying, fasting, are all known to        Him.

THE CARNAL, AND/OR IMMATURE MAN WANTS RECOGNITION NOW FOR HIS GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

A. We don’t like it when someone else gets the credit for            something that we did, or something that we said.


B. Man wants to be seen, noticed.......


C. Man loves his ribbons, medals, awards

WE WANT TO BE GREAT


B. Mark 10:35-40      (35) And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire.

36
And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you?

37
They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory.

38
But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?

MY REWARD IS WITH ME

39
And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized:

40
But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared.

HEAVEN!    A PLACE OF SURPRISES

1. THE WORLD SAYS, “Look at me!   See how successful I am!        Look at all my possessions,   See what nice things I purchased           with all my money!

2.  You and I go through life on meager fare.


A. It won’t bother us at all, if we “know” our Bibles.


B. 2 Cor 4:17-18    (17)  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;

18
While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.


C. 1 Cor 2:9
But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

PAYDAY IS COMING

Heb 6:10


For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.
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A  POSSIBLE PICTURE OF JUDGMENT DAY

1.  Everyone standing in line to receive his/her reward.

2.  Their stand the great Religious Leaders of earth.


A. Great preachers.


B.  Radio speakers, .......authors of books,......well-                                 known....


C.  Their stand the O.T. Prophets    Heb 11:33-38

33
Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,

34
Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.

35
Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:

36
And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:

37
They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;

38
(Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.


D.  There stand the Apostles---The 12 who all suffered great persecution,......... and Paul:   See their wounds!   See their scars!   

They had fought, they had warred, they had served.

Persecution couldn’t stop them!   They wouldn’t quit!  

They wouldn’t quit, or give in,   or give up!

MY REWARD IS WITH ME

Rev 11:18


And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; .......”.

.

BILLY COLE (Camp 1996)   Said words to this effect:


“When rewards are given, we would probably think that  the most popular among us would be first in line.


No so, it will probably be some humble , unnamed, overlooked  person, like the widow who gave the two mites.”

STORY:    Luke 21:1-4

1
And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury.

2
And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites.

3
And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all:

4
For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had.


A.  She wasn’t listed among the top ten largest offerings.


B.  She was not a big giver.


C.  In fact, today some people might even “toss” it away.

YET JESUS SAID THAT SHE GAVE “MORE” THAN THEY     .ALL.

MY REWARD IS WITH ME


Notice: Her name is not even mentioned;


But wait:   Rev 22:12

And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

CEMETERY:    Rev 14:13


And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.

 
A.  e.g.   Bro. Rulien:    



1.  His contemporaries are almost all gone.

2.  Only a few of us left to remember his sufferings,        faithfulness, labor. 



3.  But God has not forgotten, and never will.

Heb 6:10    
For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.

Rev 2:12-13

12
And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;

13
I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.

Extra thoughts:

1.
The earth knows so little of so great a man.

2.
“In the sight of God” vs “in the sight of man”

3.
“...abomination to the LORD”

