As long as these thoughts keep coming, I guess I will continue to share them with you. Since it keeps me on track if I give each thought a title, I am titling this one "Isolate and kill." 
One of the many things for which I am eternally grateful for, and that was parents who remained in the same church all of their lives.  My father is now passed away but my mother continues to attend the same church today. Now, if you think this church never had any problems, and if you think that my parents never had a problem with things that when on in this church, you are just as stupid as you are naive! (Man, it's great to be able to say what you really mean and there is no church board that can fire you.)  In my growing up years, I saw several church splits, one pastor was accused of some type of sexual misconduct, (I was very young at this time and don't remember much) and many other issues took place.  If my parents were looking for an excuse to hop to another church they had ample opportunities and very valid reasons to leave.  But they didn't!  They stuck with the same church and were faithful in helping to see the church through these times when the devil was out to destroy the work of God.  Today, that church runs around 400 members, they have a wonderful pastor and the church is thriving!
You might be asking, well, why are you so thankful for "stick to it" parents? Well, because their faithfulness taught me something about staying safe in my spiritual walk with God, and about being ready for the second coming of Jesus Christ.  
Most meat eating predators have a common way of feeding themselves.  The first step is to identify a weak or wandering target. Then once they have identified it, they simply force it away from the rest of the herd or pack, isolate it,  and then they gang up and kill it.  An animal that can be tricked or forced into leaving the safety of the pack is easy prey for the hunter.  The Bible says; Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: (1 Peter 5:8)  I believe that getting saints disgruntled with a church or pastor in such a way that they feel they have the right to leave and go somewhere else is a ploy of the devil that has destroyed many an individual and entire families.  Believe me, I could list names if I wanted of those who have fell prey to this ploy of the enemy. They first find fault with the church, then they get mad and leave.  The have good intentions of finding another church, but usually they end up out on the fringes without a real church home.  Once the devil has them isolated without the safety of the pack he moves in for the kill.  He brings trouble to the home or family and without the help of the pack (church) he discourages them so much they fall away and lose faith in God.  Don't get me wrong, I realize their may be a valid reason for leaving a church someday.  But it would have to be because of false doctrine being taught or some other great calamity.  Not for reasons such as; I don't like the pastors preaching style, the music is too loud, they are not conservative or liberal enough for me, "someone offended me" and the list goes on.  These are petty reasons that only a weak or immature saint would find as an excuse to jump ship.  (Go ahead pastor and quote me, then you won't get in trouble for saying what I just said.) If you don't want to quote me, quote the Apostle Paul; For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; (2 Timothy 4:3)  Man, if you have a pastor that preaches the Word of God, lives a godly life, and the church is spiritual, then you STAY THERE and put up with some of the stink.  As one man said referring to Noah's Ark, "you can either endure the stink or the storm."  I will take the stink, and I am thankful my parents did too!
I realize the writer of Hebrews was not thinking of a pack of Minnesota Wolves on the hunt when he wrote; Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. (Hebrews 10:25), but I think he fully understood the need for every member of the "pack" to stay closely knit with the rest of the pack and it's alpha male for the sake of protection.  I am not saying that no one make it without a church body, but it is extremely difficult when you don't have protection and support of the church (pack).  (Believe me, I know this firsthand)  You see, we are all under attack daily in our spiritual lives as the devil attempts to destroy our faith before the coming of the Lord. And, if there was ever a time when saints need the church family, it is today!  
So maybe when you are tempted to leave your church, instead of praying for a different church or pastor, why not ask God for the grace to become a better saint.  I know it can be done, because Bill and Eunice Velie did it.  Thank you again Mother and Father for leaving your children a legacy of faithfulness to follow.

Your grateful son,

Joe

Love you all.
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